VII
THE MAYAS
OF ALL the early American civilizations, the Mayan
is probably the best known to the majority of people.
This is largely due to the attention which has been
given to the Mayan ruins, the immense amount of re-
search work which has been devoted to the Mayas, and
the extensive collections of Mayan specimens in the
various museums. In many ways, too, the romance,
the mystery and the .spectacular features of the
Mayan civilization appeal strongly to the imagina-
tion. Despite all this, the average person really knows
little about the Mayas and their works and lives*
Although the Mayas are known to have occupied
a vast area of country, an area of over fifty thou-
sand square miles, yet practically all scientific re-
search work has been confined to a very limited area
in Yucatan, Guatemala and Honduras, Moreover,
the greater portion of our studies has been devoted
to the more spectacular features of this ancient civi-
lization; to the temples,, the palaces, the monuments
and massive stonework* Although this has resulted
in the accumulation of a vast amount of material
upon the Mayan culture, it has given us very little
information regarding the daily life of the people,
their customs, habits and social condition. What we
actually know of the Mayas is comparable perhaps
to what archeologists, several thousands years hence,
might learn of our lives and customs by excavating
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